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Labeling Bill to Come Up After House Passes Tariff Bill 


Under the program adopted for the House, consideration of 
related farm relief legislation, included in which is the Mapes 


bill (H. R. 730), will be deferred until after the House has acted 
on the tariff bill. It is expected that the tariff bill will be ready 
for consideration by May 6 at the latest, and that it will take 
three weeks or more for its passage. 

The House Committee on Agriculture at a meeting on April 
29 ordered favorable reports on four of these collateral measures : 
H. R. 6, to amend the oleomargarine act; H. R. 7, to amend the 
warehouse act; H. R. 2152, to expand the foreign service of the 
Department of Agriculture; H. R. 730, to provide for informative 
labeling of canned foods of inferior quality. 

The House adjourned from Monday till Wednesday, when 
the bills were formally reported. Owing to opposition to two of 
the bills—amendment of the oleomargarine act and extension of 
the foreign agricultural service—and the pressure brought on 
the House Committee on Agriculture to report out additional 
bills related to farm relief, the decision was reached to defer 
consideration of all such bills until after the tariff bill has passed. 
The House adjourned from Wednesday to Friday and on Friday 
will adjourn to Monday. 


The Senate spent the week debating its farm relief bill. 
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Field Laboratory Service for Pea Packers 


During the pea pack the Association's bacteriological field 
laberatory will operate this year in the East, and will attempt 
to cover the membership in Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania 
and New York. This service is the outgrowth of work done in 
1926 to determine the causes of spoilage outbreaks that occurred 
in several individual plants. At present, however, efforts are 
being made to prevent, rather than cure, spoilage by eliminating 
the causes of difficulty. 


The success of the project depends to a great extent upon 
plans developed in advance of the season. It is especially im- 
portant to know what members wish the service. Letters are 
being sent to members who pack peas in the territory indicated, 
asking that they inform the Research Laboratory whether they 
desire this service, and it will be of great assistance in preparing 
the itinerary if answers are sent in promptly. 


Quarantine to Prevent Spread of Mediterranean Fruit Fly 
With the promulgation of a quarantine to prevent the spread 


of the Mediterranean fly and the approval by Congress of the 
transfer of funds so as to make $4,250,000 immediately avail- 
able for fighting the pest, the Federal Department of Agriculture, 
Florida State officials, and other agencies are now working out 
their plans to prevent further infestation and to eradicate the 
fly in zones already infested. The quarantine became effective 
May 1. 

For the purpose of this quarantine the State of Florida will 
fall into three types of zones: namely, (1) the infested zones, 
(2) the protective zones and (3) the State as a whole outside of 
these two types of zones. 


Infested zones will include the orchards determined to have 
been reached by the fly and surrounding properties to a distance 
of at least one mile. Within these zones all fruits and vegetables 
are to be destroyed or processed and no more are to be permitted 
to develop until the zone is released from restriction. 


The protective zones will include all properties within nine 
miles, surrounding the infested zones. These zones are to be 
adjusted to natural boundaries. Within each protective zone all 
groves and all plantings of host vegetables will be given inten- 
sive inspection but the fruits and vegtables will be allowed to 
move under certain safeguards and restrictions in interstate com- 
merce. Within this zone, however, there will be maintained a 
non-fruit period of at least six months beginning on May 1 each 
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year, during which no fruits or vegetables in a stage to be at- 
tacked by the fly will be permitted to remain; in other words, all 
fruits ripening on orchard trees will be removed before they have 
reached a stage to be attacked by the fly, and no vegetables are to 
be planted which will mature during the period. It is anticipated 
that for the season of 1929 host free conditions within the pro- 
tective zones will be complied with in full by the end of May. 


All classes of fruits, except watermelons and pineapples, 
which latter are not known to be subject to attack, are under 
these restrictions. The restrictions on vegetables relate only to 
peppers, beans, tomatoes, squashes, gourds and eggplants. 

Certain types of movement, including truck, mail, and bulk 
shipments, are prohibited altogether for the reason that move- 
ments of this kind involve a maximum of risk and can not be 
adequately safeguarded without great expense. 

In addition to covering fruits and vegetables, the Federal 
quarantine includes special restrictions on the movement of soil, 
earth, peat, compost and manure, fruit-packing equipment, and 
nursery stock. It is further provided that railway cars, boats 
and other vehicles and containers which have been used in trans- 
porting restricted articles must be thoroughly cleaned at the 
point of unloading and fumigation may also be required in spe- 
cial cases when necessary. 

A state-wide inspection will be made of all citrus groves and 
other fruit plantings as well as of host vegetables. This work 
is of such magnitude, it is believed, as fully to warrant the 
$4,250,000 item made available by Congress. 


Maine Adopts Sardine Inspection Law 


The Maine legislature has recently passed a law providing 
for the licensing and inspection of sardine canneries for the pur- 
pose of regulating the quality of sardines packed in that State. 

The inspection service is under the direction of the State 
Commissioner of Agriculture, who has the power to revoke or 
suspend licenses issued to the sardine canneries under the pro- 
visions of the Act. In addition to a fixed license fee for each 
canner of sardines, canners are required to pay a monthly assess- 
ment of one cent per case on the amount of sardines packed dur- 
ing the previous month, to defray the cost of the inspection ser- 
vice. 

Certain minimum standards, as to size, or number of fish 
per can and the minimum quantity of oil, mustard or tomato 
sauce to be used are incorporated in the Act. However, sardines 
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not complying with such standards may be packed, if plainly 
marked to show that they are not in accordance with those stand- 
ards. Sardines complying with the law and with the Federal and 
State food laws may bear a certificate indicating that they have 
been packed in accordance with the Maine Food and Drug Act. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Combined forwardings of 25 fruits and vegetables increased 
during the week ended April 27 to 20,980 cars. Most of the in- 
crease was in shipments of strawberries, tomatoes, potatoes, 
oranges, lettuce and cucumbers. During the same period last sea- 
son, only 16,200 cars of the leading fruits and vegetables were 
moved. 

Movement of Florida citrus fruit was very heavy, possibly 
due in part to the rushing of fruit to market before any more 
sections of the State are quarantined because of the fruit-fly 
menace. 


Recent advices confirm the previous reports of serious dam- 
age to California deciduous fruit crops, as a result of freezing 
temperatures some weeks ago. Severe weather in January and 
February damaged Pacific Northwest apricots and peaches to 
some extent, but production may not be greatly reduced. Cher- 
ries and prunes suffered some injury from cold rains, and possi- 
bly will make light crops. 


Total shipments of apples amounted to 645 cars, of which 
360 came from the West. Shipments of spinach increased to 265 
cars, of which Virginia furnished 160. Movement of cucumbers 
was very active, totaling 350 cars from Florida and 85 from 
Texas. String bean shipments were also heavy. 

Shipments of strawberries were nearly double those of the 
preceding week and totaled 1,660 cars. Louisiana recovered from 
its temporary slump and forwarded 625 cars, while North Caro- 
lina led with 665. Alabama's output decreased to 225 cars. In 
addition to heavy movement by rail, about 160 carloads left North 
Carolina points by motor truck during the week. Total ship- 
ments of berries were more than twice as heavy as a year ago. 
The season is earlier than usual in Virginia and first cars were 
reported from the Norfolk section. Movement has also started 
in Arkansas and Tennessee. 


Cabbage movement decreased to 1,000 cars, with output of 
South Carolina lower at 400 cars and Texas moving only 155 


during the week. Alabama forwarded 190 and Mississippi 120 
cars. 


i 
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Onion forwardings decreased to 1,100 cars for the seven- 
day period but were still 330 heavier than a year ago. 


Increased supplies of tomatoes reached consuming centers. 
Florida shipments increased to 740 cars for the week. Southern 
Texas started with a dozen cars, and about 85 came from Mexico. 
Civil war in Mexico has hindered the movement of West Coast 
vegetables. 

Carlot shipments of asparagus were averaging only 40 each 
day, but as the season moves northward considerable stock 
reaches large consuming centers by truck. Of the 290 cars by 
rail last week, California furnished 145 and South Carolina 80. 
Carlots were beginning to move from points in New Jersey and 
Oregon. 


Apri Total this ‘Total last Total 
Commodity season to = seasonte last 
April 27 April 2s 


Carrots, 1029 
Cauliflower 


Weather Conditions 


In the South conditions were fairly favorable in most sec- 
tions during the week ended April 30, according to the U. S. 
Weather Bureau. Further rains and wet soil delayed work more 
or less in the Southeast and in the north-central Cotton Belt, but 
otherwise operations made mostly satisfactory advance. Growth 
and germination were hindered to some extent by cool nights, 
and warmth would be generally beneficial. In the Southwest rain 
is needed as far east as the western third of Texas and western 
Oklahoma, while moisture is still deficient in the interior of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

In the Great Plains States, except for heavy rains and wet 
soil in some central districts, especially in Nebraska, conditions 
were mostly favorable—though, more generally, work was in- 
terrupted by rain the first part of the week. Much of the north- 
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ern Plains had the most favorable week of the season, and seed- 
ing small grains made rapid advance. Cold weather, with heavy 
snows in some places, was unfavorable in Rocky Mountain sec- 
tions and the Great Basin, especially for shearing sheep and for 
young lambs, with considerable local losses reported. 

Truck crops were in generally satisfactory condition, al- 
though there was some light frost damage in parts of the Middle 
Atlantic States the first of the week. Fruit trees made mostly 
norma! advance, with no further extensive frost injury reported; 
apples were blooming to northern Illinois, and prunes, pears, and 
cherries were in full bloom in the milder districts of Oregon. 
Citrus are dropping on the uplands of Florida where rain is 
badly needed. Grapevines are recovering from the previous 
frosts in the San Joaquin Valley of California and are in excel- 
lent condition in the Imperial Valley. 


Canadian Hearing on Fishery Industry Tariff 


According to the assistant commercial attache at Ottawa, 
the Canadian Advisory Board on tariff and taxation has an- 
nounced that on May 16, there will be held at the board's head- 
quarters at Ottawa the first hearing on the instruction from the 
Minister of Finance to investigate and revise the schedule of the 
customs tariff relating to the fishing industry, including not only 
fish and fish products but machinery, equipment, and supplies 
used by fishermen. 


Fish Canning Industry in New Brunswick 

The sardine pack in the Province of New Brunswick in 1928 
amounted to 257,881 cases valued at $1,032,874, according to the 
American trade commissioner at Montreal, an increase of 17,790 
cases in quantity and $144,538 in value over the preceding year. 
The lobster pack was 19,468 cases valued at $451,165, an increase 
of 602 cases in quantity but a decrease in value of $70,997. New 
Brunswick in 1928 had $1,621,615 invested in fish canning and 
curing establishments. There were 101 lobster canneries, 9 
clam canneries, and 2 sardine canneries. 


Development of Sardine and Tunny Canning in Japan 

There has been a steady development in sardine and tunny 
canning in Japan, according to the American consul at Naga- 
saki. The canned sardines have been shown at various industrial 
fairs in Europe and several shipments have been made on orders 
from European centers. As sardine canning is an undertaking 
of a large Japanese firm experienced in foreign trade and fully 
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aware of the need of maintaining quality, it is quite possible that 
the foreign market for Japanese sardines may prove in the future 
to be of considerable importance. There is said to be an increas- 
ing demand in the United States for the Japanese in oil. 


Wholesale and Retail Trade in March 


Wholesale distribution during March was larger than in 
February, as is usual at this season. Increased sales were shown 
by firms in all lines of trade reporting to the Federal reserve 
system, but sales of groceries, boots and shoes, and drugs showed 
less than the usual season increase. 


As compared with the corresponding month of last year, 
March sales of meats, dry goods, men’s clothing, and hardware 
were larger, while sales of groceries, boots and shoes, drugs, and 
furniture showed a decrease. 

Changes in the sales and stocks of wholesale groceries, by 
districts, are shown in the following table, the percentages indi- 


cating increases except where the minus sign is used. 


Sales: March, 1929, Stocks: March, 1929, 
red with red with— 


- compa 
March, 1926 February,1920 March, 1925 


Per cent Per cent Per cent 
2.8 


Philadelphia 
Cleveland 


m 
Atlanta 


- 


Total sales of department stores in March were 6 per cent 
larger and average daily sales 11 per cent larger than in the cor- 
responding month a year ago. The increase of 11 per cent in 
average daily sales reflected in part the fact that the Easter sell- 
ing season this year was eight days earlier than last year; after 
allowance is made for this fact the increase shown was about 8 
per cent. Inventories of the reporting department stores at the 
end of March were 3 per cent below the level of a year ago. 

Reporting chain stores and mail order houses made substan- 
tially larger sales than in March of last year, which reflects in 
part the establishment during the year of additional stores. 

Sales of grocery chains as reported by 30,388 stores were 
3.4 per cent greater in March than the sales reported by 28,823 
stores in March, 1928. 
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Farm Situation on May Ist 


Farm work delayed by bad weather in northern areas, an 
early season in the South, and a continued generally favorable 
livestock situation are reported by the U. S. Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics in its May 1 statement on the farm situation. 

The spring program has been slowed down considerably by 
the wintry weather of last month, although one favorable result 
has been the storing of a good supply of moisture in the soil, es- 
pecially in the western wheat belt. 


Fruits have gotten off to a bad start this season, the April 
frosts having cut California peaches, cherries, plums, prunes, 
almonds, raisin grapes, and pears from one-fourth to one-half 
below last year’s heavy crops. The Pacific Coast losses in fruits 
and vegetables, together with local damage in the East, are ex- 
pected to affect the entire produce situation to some extent, al- 
though southern vegetable supplies are heavier and earlier than 
last spring. New crop shipments in March and April were about 
25 per cent larger than during the same months last year. 

A development of unknown possibilities now appears with 
the discovery of the Mediterranean fruit fly in Florida. Unless 


this pest can be stopped at once, it represents perhaps the most 
serious menace ever faced by our important fruit and vegetable 
industries. 


Farm Price Index Declines 

The index of the general level of farm prices declined 2 
points from March 15 to April 15, according to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, United States Department of Agricul- 
ture. On April 15 it was also 2 points lower than a year ago. 

The decline during the month ending April 15 was the result 
of a general decline in the farm prices of all crops, livestock prod- 
ucts, eggs, calves and wool, which was only partly offset by in- 
creases in the prices of hogs, beef cattle, sheep, lambs, horses and 
chickens. 


Business Conditions 
The volume of money turnover during the week ended April 
27, as indicated by check payments, was smaller than in the 
previous week but larger than a year ago, according to the week- 
ly statement of the Department of Commerce. Primary distri- 
bution of goods, as indicated by freight-car loadings, covering 
the latest available week, was 6 per cent greater than a year ago. 


- 
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The general level of wholesale prices showed no change from 
the previous week but was lower than a year ago. Loans and dis- 
counts of Federal reserve member banks showed a further reces- 
sion from the previous week but were higher than a year ago. 
Interest rates on call loans averaged higher than in either period, 
while time-money rates, averaging lower than in the previous 
week, were higher than a year ago. Business failures were 
smaller in number than in the previous week but were greater 
than a year ago. 

CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 


Miscellaneous L. CL. 
263,548 
$10,860 266,755 
250.44" 
373,400 257,074 


Maine Blueberry Pack in 1928 


Unfavorable weather conditions materially reduced the 1928 
crop of blueberries, according to the Maine Department of Agri- 
culture. The quantity of berries purchased by the canneries 
showing a reduction of 39 per cent compared with the preceding 
year. In the last five years the 1924 crop is the only year when 
purchases were smaller than in 1928. The amounts are 98,473 


bushels in 1924 and 145,141 in 1928. The five-year average 1924- 
1928 is 161,937 bushels. The output of packed goods shows a 
proportional variation. The following table shows some of the 
outstanding facts about the blueberry industry in Maine: 


Number of bushels bought by canners . 
Price paid per bushel 
Number cases No. 10 canned 
Number cases No. 2 canned 
Number cases miscellaneous sizes 
Number pounds fresh berries frozen 
Number quarts berries shipped fresh 
The figures on quarts of berries shipped fresh include only 
what records could be obtained from the heaviest shipping point 


in the State. 


Complaints Attack Tin Can Rates 
A complaint has been filed with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission asking the establishment of reasonable rates on tin 
cans from Chicago, Galewood and Bellewood, IIl., and points tak- 
ing Chicago rates, to Olivia, Minn. 
A complaint has also been filed with the Commission asking 
the establishment of reasonable rates on tin cans from Chicago, 


Galewood, and Clearing, Ill., and points taking Chicago rates, to 
Montevideo, Minn. 
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Army Asks Bids on Canned Foods 


Bids on a wide variety of articles, including canned foods, 
are being sought by the Quartermaster Supply Officer at Brook- 
lyn, New York. The bids are to be opened May 14, deliveries to 
be made f. o. b. at various army posts on or before June 20. 
Copies of the schedule (Invitations Nos. 626-29-213, 626-29-214, 
and 626-29-215) can be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply 
Officer. 

Corn Sugar Bills Introduced 


Companion bills have been introduced in the Senate by Sena- 
tor Capper of Kansas, and in the House by Representative Cole 
of Iowa, providing that dextrose, or corn sugar, and levulose, a 
sugar derived from the Jerusalem artichoke, shall not be deemed 
misbranded if sold or offered for sale in sealed packages, bearing 
an appropriate, accurate, and conspicuous declaration of the ori- 
gin of the sugar, such as dextrose, made from corn, or levulose, 
made from artichoke, or corn sugar, or artichoke sugar; nor 
shall any manufactured or prepared food product be deemed mis- 
branded if such dextrose and/or levulose be used therein as in- 
gredients without declaration on the label of their presence. 


Commerce Department Appoints Californian for Special 
Foodstuffs Survey 


Professor B. H. Crocheron of the University of California 
has been appointed by the Department of Commerce to conduct 
a short but intensive study of marketing possibilities for Ameri- 
can dried and canned fruits in the Far East. 


The purpose of the new study is to supplement the general 
trade information which the Department of Commerce has been 
collecting for many years regarding Oriental markets for food 
products. More specific facts will be obtained pertaining to sub- 
jects such as the most effective packaging, buyers’ preferences, 
food habits, purchasing power, distribution facilities and require- 
ments and similar data considered essential by producers and dis- 
tributors in this country in order to more adequately serve the 
region. It is not anticipated that the survey, which will be car- 
ried on in cooperation with the established offices of the Com- 
merce Department in the Far East, will require more than about 
six months. 


Opportunity for the Sale of Canned Fruits and Vegetables 
in Spain 
The American trade commissioner at Barcelona has advised 
the Department of Commerce that considerable interest is de- 
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veloping in trade circles in Barcelona and its environs in Ameri- 
can canned apples, pineapples and other canned fruits and vege- 
tables. The Department suggests that American fruit and vege- 
table packers interested in extending their markets to Spain for- 
ward to Trade Commissioner E. D. Hester, at Fontanella 10, 2°, 
Barcelona, their prices, terms, discounts and descriptive litera- 
ture, or if they do not wish to handle the business direct, furnish 
the name of their foreign sales representatives holding sales 
rights for Spain. 


Singapore Pineapple Association Breaks Up 


The Singapore Pineapple Association has now definitely 
ceased to exist, according to a report from the London office of 
the Department of Commerce. The increasing number of private 
sales made by packers is the reason given for the break up. 


Rules Governing Tax Liability Inquiries 


Conditions under which the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
will make rulings as to tax liability are set out in a recent an- 
nouncement of that Bureau, issued on account of the numerous 
requests it has received for rulings and advice upon abstract 
cases or prospective transactions. The Bureau will not make a 
ruling, it is stated, except under the following circumstances: 

(a) The transaction must be completed and not merely pro- 
posed or planned. 

(b) The complete facts relative to the transaction, together 
with abstracts from contracts, or other documents, necessary to 
present the complete facts, must be given. 

(c) The names of all the real parties interested (not ‘“dum- 
mies” used in the transaction) must be stated regardless of who 
presents the question, whether attorney, accountant, tax service, 
or other representative. 

(d) A request for a ruling must be signed by the taxpayer, 
or in case he is represented by an attorney or agent, the request 
must be accompanied by properly executed power of attorney. 
Banks, however, will not be required to furnish powers of at- 
torney with respect to inquiries affecting their depositors. 

(e) A copy of a ruling addressed to a taxpayer will not be 
furnished to his attorney or agent unless the Bureau is specifi- 
cally authorized to do so by the taxpayer. 


Husker-Shredder Effective Destroyer of Borers in Corn Fodder 


While the husker-shredder has long been recognized as a use- 
ful machine in the Corn Belt, its effectiveness as a destroyer of 
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corn borers in corn fodder has given it a new significance. Shred- 
ding solves one of the most difficult problems in a corn-borer 
clean-up program, according to entomologists of the Department 
of Agriculture, by affording an efficient and practical means of 
disposing of the cornstalks that might otherwise carry the borers 
through the winter. 


Shredding tests, they say, indicate that kills of from 98 to 
100 per cent of the borers may be obtained, and that any that 
escape death in the machine probably perish during the process 
of storing or feeding the shredded material. The maximum kill 
is obtained when stalks are cut in lengths of one-half inch or less. 

Other advantages attributed to the husker-shredder are cited 
by the farm management specialists of the department in Far- 
mers’ Bulletin 1589-F, The Husker-Shredder on Eastern Corn 
Belt Farms, just issued. This bulletin is based largely on infor- 
mation secured in a cooperative study of the experiences of far- 
mers in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois who use husker- 
shredders in harvesting their corn crop. 


Association’s Telephone Number to be Changed 


Effective June first the telephone number of the National 
Canners Association will be MEtropolitan 5563, instead of 
FRanklin 5563. The change will be made in preparation for the 
introduction of dial telephone service in Washington. 

Publications of Interest to Canners 

California agricultural outlook.—The 1929 agricultural out- 
look for California is discussed in a 48-page publication of the 
California Agricultural Extension Service issued as Circular 27. 
The report, which was published in February, presents a sum- 
mary of available facts bearing upon the future economic condi- 
tions of important farm products in California. 

Fresh plum industry.—An analysis of available data on 
plum production, crop movement, relation to other fruits, and 
the relationship between supply and price has been published by 
the Agricultural Experiment Station at Berkeley, Calif., under 
the title “Economic Aspects of the Fresh Plum Industry.” 

Artificial ripening of fruits—The Minnesota Agricultural 
Experiment Station at St. Paul has issued an illustrated 36-page 
bulletin on the artificial ripening of fruits and vegetables, de- 
voted chiefly to a discussion of the application of ethylene. The 
bulletin also contains a bibliography on the subject. 


